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The story that inspired the 
movement…



Why we need to find homes for used children’s books

● Almost 10% of all newly published children’s books end up 
being shredded because of overstock

● Most children’s books donated to the big box thrifts, or 
donation agencies, end up getting pulped. They have no 
resale value.

● After kids outgrow them, children’s books tend to yellow on 
the shelves or get packed away in tubs.

● Most children living in book deserts, on average, own a few 
books. 





Where I 
learned how to 
run  a 
business…





2017



The Move



2019



2022



Best practices
● Convert Toter trash bins into magical 

collection stations.
● Turn used children’s books into a 

commodity.
● Rescue boxes for packaging from 

dumpsters.
● Export outdated, yellowed books to 

Africa and Jamaica.



Inspire students and teachers to create practical works of 
art.



Transforming a 
trash can into a 
book collection 
station.



GoodWill Story

1.5 million children’s 
books equals 468 
tons!!!



Almost 500 tons 
of children’s 
books that would 
have gone to the 
pulpers have 
been sorted at 
the Book Bank!



Why am I happy that GoodWill is charging me for pallets?



Reuse boxes



More about boxes



● Book-kids are great 
at doing drives!

● Here is an 
opportunity to share 
the mission:  
share/upcycle your 
books for kids in 
need.



Put your garage to 
work!
Collect books.



Some books might be outdated, or a bit too 
used for American kids, so we ship them abroad 
to give them new lives.  Better than recycling!

● Malawi
● Jamaica
● Nigeria
● Ghana
● South Sudan
● Kenya
● Dominican 

Republic



BookSmiles Books in Malawi and Ghana!  Note the 
encyclopedias, candidates for American landfill!



Printing Costs
$2.00 for a paperback, and only 
$10.00 for a printed hardcover



Let’s harvest and spread book wealth!



Follow us on Facebook / Q and A


